MINUTES OF THE GILBERT VETERANS ADVISORY BOARD, IN REGULAR MEETING
OF WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2026, AT 4:30 PM, MUNICIPAL BUILDING |,
COMMUNITY CONFERENCE ROOM 202, GILBERT, ARIZONA

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chair Les Presmyk, Vice Chair Charles Dine,
Treasurer Katie Ament, Members Ray Kimball,
Rose Lichtenfels, Douglas Malcore, Jim Paplaczyk

MEMBERS ABSENT: None.
STAFF PRESENT: Staff Liaison Monica D’Ortenzio
GUESTS PRESENT: Peyton Parker, Pamela Rinesmith, Erin Hannigan

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

1. Call to Order
Chair Dine called the meeting to order at 4:3 Op.m.

2. Oaths of office
Oaths of Office were administered to the new members Raymond Kimball, Rose
Lichentenfels, Douglas Malcore, and James “Jim” Paplaczyk.

3. Roll Call
Staff Liaison D’Ortenzio called roll and declared a quorum present.

4. Pledge of Allegiance
Chair Dine led the Pledge of Allegiance.

5. Welcome and Introductions
Members and guests introduced themselves.

6. Communications from Citizens
None.

7. Approval of Minutes

Member Presmyk moved to approve the meeting minutes of the May 20, 2024,
meeting; Member Ament seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0-4, with members
Kimball, Lichtenfels, Malcore, and Paplaczyk abstaining.



COMMUNCIATIONS
8. Report from Staff
None.

9. Report from Board Members
None.

10. Report from Council Liaisons
Councilmember Lyons welcomed the new board members and expressed
excitement about the board's direction.

11. Report from Chair
None.

AGENDA ITEMS

12. Service Awards

Chair Dine presented service awards to former board members and thanked them
for their service.

13. Elections

o Officers
Due to knowledge of the board, Chair Dine recommended Member Presmyk as chair
of the board and then recommended himself as vice chair.

Chair Dine motioned to elect Member Presmyk as the future chair of the board.
Motion passed 7-0.

Chair Presmyk nominated Member Dine as Vice Chair. Motion passed 6-0; Member
Dine abstained.

Member Lichtenfels nominated Member Ament as Treasurer. Motion passed 7-0.
e Pillar Leaders
Chair Presmyk nominated Vice Chair Dine as leader of the Community Engagement

pillar. Motion passed 7-0.

Vice Chair Dine nominated Member Paplaczyk as the pillar leader of the USS
Arizona pillar. Motion passed 7-0.

Chair Presmyk nominated Member Kimball as the pillar leader of the Events pillar.
Motion passed 7-0.



14. Budget Review

Treasurer Ament presented the board's financials to the board and explained the
two accounts to the new board members. Vice Chair Dine thanked Treasurer Ament
for all her hard work on the spreadsheet she created to keep the board up to date.
Vice Chair Dine also encouraged the board to start fundraising early for events.

15. USS Arizona:

e Foundation Update
Chair Presmyk said the christening is expected to be in early 2028. He also
explained to the new members the logistics of the USS Arizona school
presentations.

16. Events:
e America 250
None.

e Coins
Staff Liaison D’Ortenzio passed out the new board coins to the board members.

e Memorial Day 26 AAR

Vice Chair Dine requested that the board establish a more formal AAR process. He
would like a “playbook” put together and updated after each event to help maintain
consistency inimproving events year over year. This document would be accessible
on Google Drive for all board members. Member Paplaczyk said the sound was
much better this year than last year. Guest Peyton Parker said he received all
positive feedback for the event. Vice Chair Dine questioned the long pause and
confusion from the color guard and requested that the sequence of events be
discussed with all parties involved. Member Kimball suggested adding “bring your
own lawn chair” to the advertising. Vice Chair Dine noted that a budget item for the
event was not formally voted on during the budget review and he would like to do
that now.

Vice Chair Dine motioned to reimburse Ray Kimball for the Spotify Ad in the amount
of $250. Member Lichtenfels seconded the motion Motioned passed 6-0; Member
Kimball abstained.

e Other
Staff Liaison D’Ortenzio informed the board that she received a call from Copper
Springs Retirement Community regarding a WWII Combat Medic Veteran’s 102"
birthday and shared the details.



17. Community Engagement:

e MeetaVeteran
Vice Chair Dine encouraged the new board members to watch the completed
videos and to participate in an interview themselves. He said that this program is
very organic and that there is no advertising budget. If anyone sees a Veteran out
in public, tell them about the program and ask if they would like to participate.

e Banner Program
Vice Chair Dine explained the banner program to the new board members.

e CY27 Outreach
None.

e VAB Website Update
Vice Chair Dine requested that the board review the website and come to the
August meeting with suggestions for any updates that are needed.

18. Fundraising/Promotional Items/Ideas:
e America 250 T-shirts
Staff Liaison displayed the America 250 T-shirt design for the board.

e The Weekender
Vice Chair Dine informed the board that he would take over The Weekender and
explained the logistics to the new board members. He encouraged board members
to bring ideas and requested that this item be a standing agenda item.

19. Future Agenda Items/Ideas:
Board shirts

Pillar strategic planning session
Bylaws review

Communication protocol

The Weekender - standing item

CONCLUSION
20. ADJOURN
Vice Chair Dine adjourned the meeting at 5:58 p.m.

ATTEST:

Les Presmyk, Chair Monica D'Ortenzio, Staff Liaison
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