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MINUTES OF THE GILBERT PUBLIC WORKS ADVISORY BOARD, IN REGULAR 
MEETING OF MONDAY, APRIL 6, 2026, AT 3:00 PM, MUNICIPAL BUILDING I, 
TOWER ROOM 146, GILBERT, ARIZONA 

 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 

Chair Sam Elliott; Vice Chair David Barazoto; Members 
Greg Froehlich, Karen Goldwasser, Mark Horn, Jason 
Robinson (Virtual), Eric McLeskey and Seth Templeton 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
 

 Member Matt Carpenter 

STAFF PRESENT: 
 

Assistant Town Manager Leah Rhineheimer; Public 
Works Director Jessica Marlow (Virtual); Assistant Public 
Works Directors Giao Pham and Ken Snow; CIP 
Manager Ryan Blair (Virtual); Parks & Recreation 
Director Michael Elliott, Parks & Recreation Manager 
Kylie Sorensen; Administrative Assistant Tonya Holmes 
 

GUESTS PRESENT: 
 

Councilmember Yung Koprowski 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS 
 
1. Call to Order 

 
Chair Elliott called the meeting to order at 3:06 PM. 
 
2. Roll Call 

 
Administrative Assistant Tonya Holmes called roll and declared a quorum present.  
 
AGENDA ITEMS 
 
3. Approve January 26, 2026 minutes 

 
A MOTION was made by Vice Chair Barazoto and seconded by Member Horn to 
approve the January 26, 2026, meeting minutes. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
4. Parks & Recreation’s Infrastructure Funding Needs 
Parks Manager Kylie Sorensen shared a presentation with the Public Works Advisory 
Board regarding  Parks and Recreation’s Future Needs. She shared that Parks & 
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Recreation’s infrastructure is important to meet the standards of an exceptionally 
built environment, a strong economy, and a prosperous community.  
She noted that as Gilbert grows, the community’s need for high-quality recreational 
spaces and amenities grows as well, and Parks & Recreation projects are essential 
for a number of reasons. Ensuring safety and accessibility, upholding population 
growth, and reflecting community priorities. 
 
Manager Sorensen shared that Gilbert’s current recreational fields are at capacity 
and additional fields are required to maintain service levels, as well as regular 
maintenance. In a recent Sport Field Stakeholder Survey, 67% of respondents rated 
new fields as the highest priority.  She also shared that Gilbert currently has 4.8 acres 
of parkland per 1,000 residents. The National Recreation and Parks Association's 
(ARPA) median is 10.6 acres per 1,000 residents.   
 
Parks & Recreation received significant public participation during the development 
of the 2023 Master Plan, allowing them to determine how to deliver valuable 
solutions. 25% of respondents in the survey identified they are unable to participate 
in classes because they are too full, more than 30% of classes and programs offered 
are waitlisted in the first week of registration.  
 
The Parks & Recreation Team has collaborated internally to categorize projects and 
identify a hierarchy for future competitive funding opportunities and has 
determined four high-priority categories: Access and Equity, Infrastructure 
Rehabilitation, Economic Development, and Environmental Stewardship. Manager 
Sorensen shared a chart showing 17 future projects and which categories they fell 
into. She then defined and provided more details of each of the four categories and 
included project examples. 
 
Parks & Recreation Director Michael Elliott added that Parks & Recreation is funded 
out of the general fund; however, Transportation projects can align directly or 
include projects from Parks and Public Works.  Member Horn shared some history of 
Parks projects and Public Works projects being so closely connected in 
collaboration, such as the Riparian Preserve.  
 
Several Board Members showed interest in a deeper dive into how the funding works 
on these types of projects that relate to different departments. Director Elliott 
shared some of the aspects of funding for Parks projects, operations and cost 
recovery. Director Marlow advised that we will be working with our Budget team to 
explain in more depth the funding mechanisms for these types of projects in an 
upcoming joint Board meeting with Parks and Public Works.   
 



 

3 
 

Member Barazoto asked what the status of the Gilbert Regional Park project was.  
Assistant Town Manager Rhineheimer spoke to the recent Ocotillo Bridge beam 
signing and advised that both Boards will be invited to participate in the grand 
opening. Manager Sorensen provided a visual map of the phases and advised it is 
currently in Phase 2 of construction.  GMP (Guaranteed Maximum Price) should be 
approved later this Spring with an anticipated soft opening in June 2028. 
 
Member Templeton relayed his interest in learning how the different project 
categories are prioritized and shared that seeing the master plan and the direction 
Gilbert is headed in helps understand the needs and project prioritization. Director 
Marlow noted that getting community input and feedback for prioritization and  how 
funds are spent efficiently between transportation and Parks needs is very 
important.  
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
5. Report from Staff 
Assistant Director Pham acknowledged the Board Members for their hard work and 
efforts on the rate increase and for their assistance in getting it passed by the 
Council.  
 
Assistant Town Manager Rhineheimer also shared her appreciation of the Board. 
She relayed that she recently attended the annual Central Arizona Project (CAP) 
Water Users Meeting where the President and Executive Director of CAP both stood 
and recognized Gilbert for being proactive in acknowledging the real needs of water 
cuts and having the courage and foresight to understand what investments were 
needed to protect our water infrastructure and the difficult decisions our Council 
made to implement rate increases to position Gilbert to be resilient in the very real, 
impending water shortages and cuts from the river system.  CAP also shared that 
they anticipate many cities in the region will be following in our footsteps very 
shortly.  
 
Director Marlow shared an update regarding the water resilience-related project, in 
that the first of our new wells we are drilling received approval from Maricopa 
County to go into operation. With this, we are ahead of schedule to bring it online 
and are very grateful for the support of this Board in getting those rates passed, 
allowing us to facilitate those improvements for when those shortages happen. 
 
 
 
6. Report from Board Members 
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Member Goldwasser inquired about using reclaimed water for drinking. Director 
Marlow advised that Gilbert participated in a feasibility study with City of Phoenix 
for advanced purification, where they were looking into a partnership of agencies 
that are interested in pursuing treating their reclaimed water to drinking water 
standards. Gilbert didn’t continue along that path, because we already reuse all of 
our reclaimed water by recharging it into the ground and creating those credits for 
groundwater. She relayed that there is not currently a plan for us to pursue 
advanced purification processes.  Our current plan is to drill new wells to access all 
the water we have already stored in the ground to use for future needs.  
Member Robinson explained further how Gilbert sends it’s effluent water from the 
wastewater treatment facilities into the ground, causing indirect reuse with the 
“circle of life” of water, and that our reclaimed water is not wasted. 
 
Councilmember Koprowski advised that she will take this feedback back to staff 
and have them prepare more information and communications for residents 
regarding water shortages and future stages of the drought. 
 
7. Report from Council Liaison 
Councilmember Koprowski recommended that board members check out the State 
of the Town if they have not yet done so.  She also reminded everyone of the 
community bike ride on April 18th.  
 
8. Report from Chair 
No report from Chair 
 
9. Future Agenda Items 

• Joint Transportation and Parks & Recreation Infrastructure Funding Needs 
 
CONCLUSION 

 
10. ADJOURN 
Meeting adjourned at 4:19 PM. 
 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________ __________________________ 
Sam Elliott, Chair Giao Pham, Staff Liaison 
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