DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY PERSONNEL RETIREMENT SYSTEM (PSPRS) POLICE
DEPARTMENT LOCAL BOARD MEETING
VIRTUAL MEETING VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS
50 E. CIVIC CENTER DR., GILBERT, ARIZONA
December 17, 2025

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairperson Dawn Prince, Debra Stapleton, Lt. Geoff Soderman

MEMBERS ABSENT: Mark Cichocki
BOARD SECRETARY: Shawn Marie Irula
GUEST/APPLICANTS: Cynthia Kelly, Esqg., Board Attorney

1. Call to Order
Chairperson Prince called the meeting to order at 5:05 PM

2. Roll Cadll
Ms. Irula called roll, and a quorum was present. For the record, Mark Cichocki was absent.

3. Certification of Full-time Police Officers Pursuant to A.R.S. §§ 38-842.24(B), 38-842.27,
38-842.31and 38-847(D)1
No Discussion. Mrs. Stapleton made motion to approve the new full time Police Officers as listed
on the agenda into PSPRS, with any pre-existing conditions that are listed in their pre-employment
physical. Lieutenant Soderman. seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0.

4. Review of status of Fire Investigator position of Josiah Saladen

Ms. Irula advised the board that Josiah Salden was hired in the Fire Investigator position, and the
board is required to determine his membership eligibility under PSPRS. She explained that the Fire
Investigator position reports within the Fire Department’s chain of command, but in Gilbert, the Fire
Investigator role is required to be a sworn peace officer and has the same authority and arresting
rights as a Police Officer. Mrs. Stapleton made a motion to approve the membership of Josiah
Saladen into PSPRS under the Police Department, effective March 31, 2025. Lieutenant Soderman
seconded the motion The motion passed 3-0.

5. Continuation of the discussion of meeting format

Chairperson Prince advised the board that this is a continuation of the discussion on how the board
would like to hold the meetings in the future. Lieutenant Soderman advised that having the
meetings be virtual is convenient and allows more flexibility to be able to attend without having to
factor in traveling time. Ms. Kelley advised that the drive into Gilbert for her would necessitate
travel expenses to the board. Mrs. Stapleton advised that if the meetings were to be held fully in-
person, we could run the risk of not having a quorum, but that in-person meetings might be more
comfortable for applicants, especially when applying for disability retirements. Ms. Kelley noted
that many boards she works with use hybrid meetings, offering both in-person and virtual
attendance options. Chairperson Prince agreed, acknowledging that while in-person meetings
make sense at times, virtual ones offer more flexibility. There was no further discussion. Lieutenant
Soderman made a motion to schedule future PSPRS Local Police Board meetings as hybrid. Mrs.
Stapleton seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0.
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6. Approval of minutes of last Meeting
No Discussion. Lieutenant Soderman made a motion to approve the minutes of July 16, 2025,
meeting as written. Mrs. Stapleton second the motion. The motion passed 3-0.

7. Future Meetings
Chairperson Prince advised that the next meeting is scheduled for January 21, 2026, at 5:00 PM
and asked Ms. Irula if there were any applications to discuss. Ms. Irula advised the Board that
there have been many new hires that will be on the agenda. There was no further discussion.

8. Adjournment
Chairperson Prince adjourned the meeting at 5:20 PM.

ATTEST:

Shawn Marie Irula, Local Board Secretary



