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Town of Gilbert

50 E. Civic Center Drive
Gilbert, AZ 85296
480.503.6951
www.gilbertaz.gov

Finance Department
Purchasing

Request for Information (RFI) for Sponsorship, Fundraising, and Business Development
Consultation for Town of Gilbert
RFI Number: 326000042

Issue Date: Monday, August 18, 2025

Due Date: Monday, September 15, 2025 at Time: 2:00 pm(Local Time)

Dear Interested Party:

The Town of Gilbert, Arizona (the “Town”) is seeking information as to the potential for, and types of, services
offered to solicit sponsorships and donors for events, programs, and activities offered by the Gilbert Parks and
Recreation Department. The Town is seeking input from parties and firms whom may specialize in business
development, asset valuation, partnerships, or sponsorships. This RFI is being issued to help inform the content
and requirements for one or more formal solicitations for business development. The Town has not determined if,
or when, solicitations may be issued; the outcome of this RFI process will aid in that decision.

Purpose for this Request for Information

This Request for Information (RFI) is issued as a means of technical discovery and information gathering only.
This RFI is for planning purposes only and should not be construed as a competitive solicitation nor should it be
construed as an obligation on the part of the Town to enter into any contracts or make any purchases. This RFI
should not be construed to pre-qualify vendors. The Town may utilize the results of this RFI in drafting a
competitive solicitation (Request for Proposal and/or Request for Qualification) for the subject services/
products/equipment. Any future contract that may be awarded must comply with applicable Town procurement
requirements.

Participation in this RFI is voluntary. The Town will not pay for the preparation of any information submitted by
a respondent or for the Town’s use of that information. No purchases will be made as a result of this RFI.

Submission of responses is not a prerequisite for participating in a future procurement. Such participation would
be subject to demonstrating satisfaction of the criteria stipulated in potential subsequent solicitation documents.
Participation in this RFL, or an election not to participate, will not confer on any Respondent any preference,
special designation, advantage or disadvantage whatsoever in any subsequent procurement process.

Town of Gilbert Background


http://www.gilbertaz.gov/

Gilbert, AZ is located in the southeast portion of the Phoenix metropolitan area and is a fast-growing community
and recently earned AAA bond rating by all rating agencies. Gilbert’s current population of 290,000+ doubled
every five years from 1980-2000, and at build out, Gilbert anticipates a population of over 300,000. While Gilbert
is growing to be one of the largest municipalities in Arizona, the community remains youthful and vibrant. With a
median age of 33.6 and 68 percent of the population under the age of 45, Gilbert provides an abundant pipeline of
talent to support the growth of business and industry.

During the last three decades, Gilbert has seen tremendous growth, increasing in population from 5,717 in 1980 to
more than 242,955 in 2015. Many recent accolades, including being named the 2nd Safest City and the 22nd Best
Place to Live in the country, explain why so many want to live and do business in Gilbert.

The iconic water tower stands tall in downtown Gilbert in an area that once housed little more than the post office.
Today, you will find the downtown bustling with shops, restaurants, a theater and a University.

Gilbert boasts a nationally ranked K-12 education system including public schools, unique magnet and charter
schools, with an average graduation rate of 90%. Nearly 40% of Gilbert residents hold a bachelor’s degree or
higher and the median household income is over $100,000.

Gilbert’s booming housing industry is coupled with booming business. With a targeted focus in the Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math industries, Gilbert is home to many companies with focuses in Advanced
Manufacturing, Aerospace and Defense, Bio-Technology, Clean Technology and Renewable Energy.

As Gilbert approaches build-out over the next decade, the estimated population is expected to reach 330,000.
With a continued focus on building the latest satellites, conducting cancer research, and producing algae
technology, Gilbert will continue to grow and thrive and uphold its reputation as being clean, safe, and vibrant.

Gilbert enjoys strong growth, affluent population demographics, a pro-business community, and a high quality of
living. Governed by a seven-member Council, the Town’s mission is to anticipate change, create solutions, and
help people.

Vision and Intent

Gilbert Parks and Recreation is seeking to enhance its sponsorship strategies by identifying a qualified partner
with expertise in sponsorship acquisition, fundraising optimization, and sponsorship valuation. The department is
interested in gathering insights into the services, experience, and methodologies of companies that specialize in
securing sponsorships, evaluating existing sponsorship assets, and maximizing revenue potential, and is
particularly interested in innovative approaches that cultivate meaningful partnerships with sponsors while
ensuring sponsorship packages are competitively priced and structured for long-term success. This RFI will serve
as a critical step in the exploration of potential partners and determine whether to proceed with a formal Request
for Proposals.

SPONSORSHIP AND ASSET DESCRIPTIONS

Gilbert Parks and Recreation offers over 600 acres of open space, inclusive playgrounds, and a riparian
area designed to welcome all visitors. The town hosts 26 signature events annually, supported by
community sponsors and vendors. Several parks serve as event venues, each offering distinct amenities
suited for small to medium-sized events.

Cactus Yards is a unique sports facility featuring eight replica baseball fields modeled after famous
stadiums, a 20,000-square-foot indoor soccer complex, batting cages, two restaurants, and a playground.



Gilbert Regional Park includes a large splash pad, modern playground, fishing lake, pickleball,
volleyball, tennis courts, and an amphitheater. The future development of this park will include over 200
more acres of developed parkland featuring ballfields, multi-use fields, a pump track and skate park, and
a dog park.

Desert Sky Park features a playground, a pond, picnic areas, and sports fields. Additional development
of close to 100 acres will expand the park to include additional sports fields, including a Championship
field, multiple playgrounds, and outdoor sports courts.

Existing sponsorship opportunities are customized by event, but generally fall into the following tiers,
with varying benefits such as booth space, logos on marketing, social media mentions, and free event
tickets:

"I Presenting Sponsor

o Highest level; most benefits (naming rights, prominent logo placement, VIP tickets, etc.)
"I Activity Sponsor

e Recognition tied to specific activities (e.g., obstacle courses, games, stage performances)
"/ Community Sponsor

o Entry-level tier with essential perks (booth space, MC announcements)

Attached to this RFI are information sheets for each of the venues, an example of the town’s sponsorship booklet,
and links to more information.

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION POSTING AND RESPONSE SCHEDULE

The goal of Gilbert is to gather information from prospective organizations or consultants to further inform the
process of enhancing the town’s existing sponsor and business development operations. After review of the
information received by Gilbert, a Request for Proposal (RFP) may be issued to find potential partners to provide
services for the Town.

Content of Responses:

Responses are voluntary and shall not bind either the respondent or the Town in any way. The Town is not
responsible for any costs incurred by the respondent to develop a response to this RFI. This RFI does not constitute
a solicitation for bids or proposals.

Interested parties should provide responses to the following questions and requests. The Town welcomes any
additional information that would help in the drafting of a formal RFP.

1. General Company Information
a. What is your company’s background and mission?
b. Describe your experience working with public sector clients, particularly parks and recreation
departments or municipal events.
c.  What specific services do you offer related to sponsorship acquisition and fundraising strategy?
d. How many years have you been providing these services?
2. Sponsorship Valuation and Pricing Strategy
a. Do you offer services to assess the value of existing sponsorship assets and events? If so, can you
describe your methodology?
b. Can you assist with developing sponsorship decks, tiered packages, or naming rights strategies?
c. Can you provide examples of organizations where you've successfully optimized sponsorship
pricing and increased revenue?



d. Do you have any active cooperative contracts for the Town to potentially utilize? If so, please
provide the cooperative agency, contract expiration date and any renewal terms.
3. References
a. Provide at least 23 references (preferably from similar agencies or projects) with contact
information including name, title, email address and phone number.

IMPORTANT DATES

Deadline for Questions / Inquiries

Vendors are encouraged to submit questions, comments, make request for information or clarifications until the
deadline for inquiries due date, 2:00pm, Local Arizona Time, on Wednesday, September 3, 2025. All

questions must be submitted via email to dior.chapman(@pgilbertaz.gov. No additional questions will be responded
to after the Deadline for Inquiries date.

Questions and inquiries regarding this RFI may be directed to dior.chapman(@gilbertaz.gov.
All responders will be included in any future Requests for Proposals. Thank you for taking the time to respond to
this RFL

Submittal Requirements

Respondents are to submit their response to Dior Chapman, via email at dior.chapman(@gilbertaz.gov on or before
2:00pm, Local Arizona Time, Monday, September 15, 2025. Responses shall be in PDF format, clearly marked
with the name of the RFI, the RFI number (326000042) and the name of your company. Once your response is
received, you will be sent an email confirmation of receipt from Dior Chapman, and the “As Read List” will be
posted to www.gilbertaz.gov/rfp. Late responses will not be accepted.

Communications

All communications regarding this informal RFI from vendors and other sources must be directed to the Purchasing
Officer: Dior Chapman, dior.chapman@gilbertaz.gov, 480-503-6703
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SAMPLE SPONSORSHIP BOOKLET

FINAL 2025- 2026 Special Events Sponsor Book.pdf



https://gilbertgov-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/katie_devenuto_gilbertaz_gov/Ee7QIUJy9sRHoynlRkQcQtABAHvesvvfqUepLY0d5Q8htQ?e=0d6oF8

