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Stormwater: A Fact Sheet for Homeowner’s Associations (HOA’s) 

Did you know that there are two sewer systems? 

o The sanitary sewer collects waste water from homes, business and industry from sinks, toilets and

other outlets.  It goes to the water treatment plant for treatment.

o The storm sewer collects runoff from streets.  There is no treatment for the storm sewer, storm water

goes into the ground and eventually into the ground water.  Anything dumped or left in the street or

gutter can enter retention basins where children and pets play and from there can infiltrate and

contaminate our ground water.

How HOA’s can help prevent stormwater pollution: 

In Common Areas: 

 Use pesticides and fertilizers as the instructions say, more is NOT better.

 Calibrate sprinklers and drippers to avoid runoff and conserve water.

 Sweep up landscape waste; don’t let it enter the storm system.  Landscape waste can cause clogs

which in turn can cause flooding during rain events.

 Inspect and maintain drywells for proper operation.  Drywells should drain within 36

hours.  If they are not draining within that time frame they should be cleaned.  Clogged

drywells are a perfect place for mosquitoes to breed.

For Homeowners: 

 Prevent vehicles from dripping.

o Until the vehicle can be repaired, use a drip pan to catch drips.  Just remember to pick it up 
when the vehicle isn’t there.

 Use kitty litter or other absorbent to soak up spills rather than washing them down with a hose. 
Sweep the absorbent up and dispose of it properly.

 Report illegal dumping.

 Before backwashing or draining a swimming pool into the street, consult Gilbert’s policies

(www.gilbertaz.gov/departments/public-works/pool-draining).

 Clean walkways with a broom rather than a hose. 

Only Rain in the Storm Drain 
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