DOGS IN BLUE:
Gilbert PD K9
By Anne Thomas
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When K9 Patrol Officer
Binck hears the Velcro from
his handler’s Kevlar vest, he
knows they will be heading
to work soon. “When he
sees the uniform, he gets
excited and he’s ready to
go to work,” said Gilbert
Police Department Officer
Chad Wright.

make traffic stops and Binck’s
ability to detect drugs is put
to good use, helping to make
a difference in the current
nationwide drug epidemic. “I
am blessed with this amazing
asset in the back seat,” Officer Wright said. “And somewhere out
there are parents with a kid who is having issues with heroin or
other drugs. And we make the arrest and get them help through the
justice system.”

Binck, who is partnered with
Officer Wright, is a Belgian
Malinois,
raised
and
trained in the Netherlands
in the KNVP (Royal Dutch
Police Dog Association),
a top program focused
on police dog training,
with additional training in
Dallas, before arriving at
the Gilbert PD.

When they are out on patrol, they can also be called to the scene of
a crime by other officers. Often the mere presence of a K9 Officer is
enough to bring a quick end to a 911 call. “A burglary suspect ran
away from a home and hid in another backyard,” Officer Wright
recounted. “We walked toward a gate where I would usually call
out ‘Gilbert police, come out or the canine will bite you,’ but before
I could get the entire sentence out, the suspect came out saying, ‘I
give up.’”
Officer Chad Wright and Binck

Officer Wright has been with the Gilbert PD nearly 19 years,
working in other units. “It’s something I’ve always been interested
in, but a position never came up at the right time,” he said. “It’s very
competitive because once someone is in the K9 unit, they usually
stay for a long, long time.” About a year ago, the timing was right
for Officer Wright to apply to the unit. It involves testing to see if you
are compatible with the program, and a home test to see if a canine
partner will be compatible with your life, he said. “They want to
make sure you’re trainable, because the training is pretty extensive,”
Officer Wright told PDM.
“I spend more time
with Binck than with
my own family, so that
we are able to develop
a relationship,” Officer
Wright said. “You have
to trust him and he has
to trust you, and I’m
depending on him. If
we don’t have that trust
it could cost an officer
his or her life.”
An average work day
for Officers Wright and
Binck is nine hours, much
Binck
of it spent in a modified
patrol car where the temperature is maintained and monitored
for Binck’s wellbeing and safety. While out on patrol they often

Sometimes Officers Wright and Binck will be called to a scene
where a building has been broken into, and no one is sure if the
suspects are still there, possibly hiding inside or nearby. “We send
the canine into an unknown situation where he can use his superior
sense of smell to determine if someone is in there,” so that no one
is unnecessarily put into harm’s way, he said. Binck is also trained
to apprehend suspects by grabbing them, usually by the arm, and
holding the bite until he is called off. This allows the suspect to be
safely cuffed.
K9 officers like Binck love their jobs because they often associate a
task, such as capturing a suspect, with being rewarded, which can
mean being given a toy or playing a game.
When not on duty, Officer
Wright makes sure Binck
gets plenty of down
time at his home, where
he also has two small
Chihuahuas, Squeaky
and Dolce. “Ironically, I
thought for sure his first
instinct was to kill one or
both of them,” he said.
“But with the exception of
a lot of bark on Squeaky’s
[the male’s] part, all three
dogs tolerate and can
have contact with one
another.”
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Look for Officer Wright and Binck to compete in next spring’s
Southwest Regional Police K9 Trials.
www.phoenixdog.net
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